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Our K5 curriculum is a language rich environment that focuses on children’s innate
curiosity and their need to understand the world around them. We help children learn
at their own rate and relate content by offering learning experiences which are
personally meaningful. The children are encouraged to enjoy high quality literature,
think creatively, manipulate concrete materials and make choices about what they
will do. We respect the wide variety in the development among young children and
strive to provide meaningful contexts in which to motivate learning related to life
experiences and interests.

BIBLE

The Young Reader’s Bible provides an age appropriate way to teach Bible characters
and concepts. Through songs, visual aids, puppets, creative dramatics, and games,
our children see Bible characters as real people with real decisions to face. Bible
stories are combined with our character education program to guide children in
reaching several goals. We want the children to desire to do what Jesus would do,
see Jesus as their loving Lord and Savior, count on God’s unchanging love and
worship God with all their hearts and souls. We enjoy Village Chapel weekly and
occasionally on Fridays with the Elementary School.

LANGUAGE ARTS

Our reading instruction is a balanced-literacy approach which includes many phonics
experiences with quality literature and hands-on opportunities. Phonics Lessons in
Kindergarten is the phonics curriculum. The Reading Comprehension will be taught
through a systematic approach called Making Meaning. Early emergent literacy
activities create a print-rich environment to stimulate children’s natural curiosity about
language. Children experience seeing their own dictated words in print, as well as
making class books in which they are both authors and illustrators.  In reading, the
following skills are developed:

» |dentifying letters = Similarities and differences, both visual

» Sound-letter corresponden and auditory

» Blending sounds = Vocabulary development

» |nifial and ending sounds = Recognition of often used words

= Vowels * Rhyming words

= Sign language =  Making predictions/Inferences

» Left to right directionality » Compare and contrast books and ideas
»  Visual discrimination = Story sequence

= Alphabetical order = Recalling story details



WRITING

is a developmentally based, multi-sensory
approach to teaching handwriting. It follows a developmentally-based learning
sequence. It focuses on fine and gross motor skill development. A goal of this
program is to teach correct habits from the beginning. The following skills are
developed:

1. Basic strokes: top to bottom vertical lines, left to right horizontal lines,

slanted lines, and backward and forward circles.

2. Writing upper and lowercase letters in recognizable form.

3. Writing first and last names.

4. Writing skills through class books, journalizing, and interactive writing

skills in developing formation of letters.

MATH

Math Their Way is an activity-centered, child-centered, manipulative math program in
which children learn through the five senses. The children follow a sequence of
activities, varying between total group, small group, and independent work. The goal
of the activities is to help children develop an understanding of and insight into the
patterns of mathematics. _‘Math Their Way allows for the following academic
standards.

e Children are introduced to linear and geometric patterns.

« Children learn to organize objects according to their properties or attributes.

« Children develop logical thinking and language skills.

e Children acquire skills in counting forward; counting backward; counting on.

« Children develop the concept of more, less, and the same.

e Children encounter daily problem solving situations.

» Children explore each number from one to ten.

« Children explore and discover the structure of the number system.

« Children experience addition and subfraction.

SOCIAL STUDIES/SCIENCE

Social Studies and Science are integrated into units of study that include the alphabet
and our language arts themes. The children enjoy studying seasons, five senses,
celebrating holidays, and special school events. Special units include the study of the
five senses, frogs, birds, insects, weather, patriotism, bears, and plants. We develop an
appreciation for cultural diversity and a geographic awareness through learning
about mapping skills. Appreciating the wonders of God’s world and developing a
thirst for more knowledge are the goals of our program.



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

K5 students have PE daily with our Early Childhood specialist. She implements a
planned program of fraining in large motor skills and sensory integration. The child
participates in activities to develop running, throwing, and catching skills, as well as
skipping, jumping, hand/eye coordination and large and small motor development. A
physical fitness unit emphasizes the necessity of the well being of the whole body.

SPANISH, MUSIC, LIBRARY

Spanish is taught daily and Music is taught weekly by certified teachers using
developmentally appropriate learning techniques. The children visit the library weekly
to hear books read by our media specialist and check out books to enjoy at home.

THE VITAL THREAD THAT RUNS THROUGH THE ENTIRE K-5 CURRICULUM IS THE
DEVELOPMENT OF HEALTHY SELF ESTEEM. BECAUSE EACH CHILD IS A SPECIAL
CREATION OF GOD, SUCCESS IN SCHOOL DEPENDS ON NURTURING THE HEALTHY
SELF CONCEPT THAT GOD INTENDED. THROUGH ALL THESE DISCOVERY LEARNING
ACTIVITIES NOT ONLY WILL SELF ESTEEM BE ENHANCED, BUT A LOVE FOR LEARNING
WILL BE SECURELY PLANTED.




